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Instep hitchhiker bike trailer

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEApril 25, 2002Release # 02-148 Trailer Bike Recall Hotline: (800) 242-6110CPSC Media Contact: Kim Dulic, (301) 504-7058 WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, (CPSC), InSTEP LLC, of Mendota Heights, Minn., is voluntarily recalling about 4,300 Hitchhiker III Trailer
Bikes. The bike's universal joint system can fail, causing a rider to lose control of the bike. This poses a risk of injury to either of the two riders. CPSC and InSTEP have received 10 reports of universal joint systems failing, including three reports of consumers who suffered contusions and abrasions. The recalled Hitchhiker III trailer bikes are attached
to a lead bicycle by a universal joint system with two side bolts and a top- mounted quick-release bolt (as seen in the photo below). The recalled NH300 model trailer bikes have the words "HITCHHIKER III" printed in red on the trailer arm and the "InSTEP" logo printed on the bottom tube and the safety flag. Retail stores nationwide, including Toys
"R" Us, The Sports Authority and One Step Ahead, sold the bikes from February 2001 through May 2001 for between $80 and $110.Consumers should stop using these trailer bikes immediately and contact InSTEP at (800) 242-6110 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. CT Monday through Friday, or by e-mail at info@instep.net, for a free repair kit with
instructions. For more information, consumers can log on to the company's website at www.instep.net Choose Your Recall Emails Get Notified About Each Recall via Email. SaferProducts.gov Buying a new bike is oftentimes an expensive purchase. A used bike is a good alternative because it costs less than newer models. Used means it’s had some
wear and tear, so be wary. Follow this checklist of what to look for in a used bike before you buy.Where to BuyWhere do you buy a used bike? Websites like eBay and Craigslist are sources for used bikes. Check classified ads, Facebook marketplace sites, consignment stores and yard sales. Online bike sites offer guides to models and pricing, so you
can know what to expect and how to bargain with the price. Read ads and browse sporting goods stores to find what newer prices are to ensure you don’t get overcharged on a used bike.FrameInspect the frame of the bike. Small scratches and chips only affect the bike aesthetically, and you can always touch them up. Rusty frames and paint bubbles
indicate corrosion and should be avoided. Look for cracks in bends in the tubes. Cracks can form under the bottom bracket so be sure to examine the frame joints. The frame should also fit your size. Sit on it and make sure it fits right and feels comfortable.Wheels and TiresWhen shopping for secondhand bikes for sale, check the wheels and tires. Lift
the bike at each end to spin the tires. Look for any wobbling that could indicate a warped wheel. While these can be replaced later, it will be an additional cost and something you should consider. Squeeze the spokes together to make sure there is tight tension. Test the brakes to make sure they aren’t worn out.Type of BikeConsider how you’ll be
riding the bike. Do you ride on the road or trails? Trail bikes are built for rugged rides on rough terrain, so they have wider tires and shock absorbers. Road bikes are lighter in design and usually have thinner tires. A racing bike is very light and streamlined. Look for hybrids if you’ll be riding your bike on different surfaces.Drivetrain and TestDrivesExamine the drivetrain by testing the chain. If it pulls a little slack away from the chainring, it’s probably okay. If there’s a big gap, it could indicate that the drivetrain is worn out. Finally, take the bike for a test-drive to see how it handles on flat roads and hilly areas. If it rides good and feels right, it might be the right choice. MORE FROM
QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET Photo Courtesy: Pexels Hybrid bikes are often called “cross bikes” because they combine the characteristics of mountain, road, and touring bikes. They’re ideal for gravel and dirt paths or paved roads and feature a number of gears to make climbing hills easier. Wheel size, gears, suspension, and brake type are four
major factors to keep in mind when you’re choosing a hybrid bike. Frame and handlebar shape are additional considerations that can impact comfort and durability. To help narrow down your choices, we’ve compiled the 10 best hybrid bikes. MORE FROM CONSUMERSEARCH.COM CC-BY/PublicDomainPictures/pixabay More and more people are
making the decision to buy a bike. Riding a bike provides great exercise, a traffic-free mode of transportation and, potentially, a lot of fun. Figuring out which bike to buy, however, can be a daunting task. With so many different types of bikes on the market, your options are nearly limitless.This guide will help you explore those options and find the
perfect bike for your needs.Where Do You Plan to Ride? The most important thing to consider when buying a bike is how exactly you plan to use it. There are so many different types of bikes, all geared toward different purposes. Thinking about your purpose is naturally the first step to figuring out which bike is best for you.Will you mainly be
commuting to work on sidewalks? Or will you be riding on unpaved roads or trails? How far will you ride? Here are a few of the most common types of bikes.Road Bicycle Also called a racing bike or a 10-speed, these bikes are specifically designed for riding on paved surfaces. With thin tires and lightweight frames, road bikes offer speed and
efficiency. If you want to ride mainly for exercise and plan to stay on the asphalt, a road bike is your best option. City or Commuter Bicycle A city bike is for people who want to commute to and from work, go from dorm-room to campus, run errands, all with ease and comfort. These bikes typically have fewer gears than a road bike and larger tires, but
they can still be fast, depending on the model. If your commute is long, you’ll want to look for a bike with a more aggressive handlebar position, meaning that the bars are flat and set lower than the saddle, allowing for more speed. If you’re just wanting something to cruise through the city on, you’ll want a bike geared more toward comfort, with a
more upright position, fewer gears and possibly a front-basket or rear-rack. Mountain Bike These bikes are durable and rugged, with flat handlebars for control and wide tires for traction. If you’re an outdoorsman and plan on riding trails or dirt-roads in the countryside, this is the type of bike you need. A more sophisticated suspension protects you
against bumps and jolts, a wider range of gears allows you take on hills and a strong set of brakes keeps you safe. Gravel Bikes Also called an adventure bike, these are perhaps the most versatile. This is the bike for you if plan to do some serious journeying. With drop-down handlebars, these look similar to road bikes but are a lot different. They’re
still lightweight, and they’re still fast, but they have clearance for significantly larger tires, allowing for off-road use. They also come with a ton of accessory mounts. Disc-brakes are standard for these bikes, as is a wide gear range. Consider this bike if you plan on going on all-day adventures and want something that can handle whatever you throw at
it. Hybrids What if you’re unsure of what kind of riding you’ll be doing? Or what if you plan to do a little of everything? Well then, a hybrid bicycle might be right for you. These bikes are usually a mix between a road bike and a mountain bike. Although if you’re thinking this is the best of both worlds, you’d be wrong. These bikes are good for general
use and aren’t limited to one purpose, but they excel at nothing. How to Buy Now that you have a better idea of which type of bike best suits your needs, how do you find which specific model you want, and how do you buy it? Well, you have two options: Buy online or go into a bike shop.Online stores offer the biggest selection and usually have
cheaper prices, but assembly can be a real pain. The biggest con of buying a bike online is not being able to take it out for a test ride.If you go into a store, on the other hand, you can ask a ton of questions and make sure the bike is actually comfortable for you. One good option is to search the Internet for that perfect bike, and then call into local bike
stores to make sure they have it. You can then go in and ask all the additional questions you might have in person, as well as take it out onto the road before you commit.Budget The cheapest quality bikes on the market usually cost between $300 and $500. There are plenty of cheaper bikes, but they are often low quality. If this price range is out of
your budget, consider buying used, or just setting some time aside to save your money. You won’t regret it.When you get into the $500 to $1,000 range, you’ll get higher quality front suspensions, disc brakes and lighter frames and wheels, while $1,000 to $2,000 bikes offer carbon frames, truly great suspensions and even lighter wheels and tires.
Some bikes get even more expensive, the best of them coming in well over the $10,000 mark, but these bikes are for experts who already know exactly what they’re looking for. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET
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